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DCF CREATES INDEPENDENT REVIEW PANEL,  
RELEASES BARAHONA RECORDS 

 
MIAMI—Department of Children and Families Secretary David Wilkins announced 
Monday the creation of an independent review panel to examine all pertinent aspects of 
the Barahona family tragedy and the release of all related records.  
 
Serving on that panel are David Lawrence, president of the Florida Children’s 
Movement and former publisher of the Miami Herald; former U.S. Attorney for the 
Southern District of Florida Roberto Martinez, a partner with the Miami law firm of 
Colson, Hicks, Eidson; and James D. Sewell, former assistant commissioner of the 
Florida Department of Law Enforcement and police chief who chaired DCF’s 
investigation into the death of Gabriel Myers.  
 
“It is my expectation that this review will be done quickly and thoroughly,” Wilkins said. 
“It is my charge to this team that I expect their recommendations on what went right, 
what went wrong, where we could improve and what governance, systematic or 
operating processes should be addressed further.” 
 
The department began posting investigative records and related correspondence to its 
website today (www.dcf.state.fl.us). Additional public records will be posted daily by 5 
p.m.    
 
The panel will be holding public hearings in accordance with the sunshine laws of 
Florida. The first meeting is scheduled for Feb. 25, 2011 at 2 p.m. and will be held in the 
District Administration conference room of DCF’s Southern Region Headquarters 
located at 401 Northwest 2nd Avenue, Miami, Florida 33128. Subsequent meetings will 
be March 1, at 8 a.m., March 3, at 8 a.m., March 7, at 2 p.m., and March 10, at 2:30 
p.m. The panel will issue its findings and recommendations at the final meeting.  
 
A copy of Sec. Wilkin’s statement as prepared for today’s press conference is attached. 
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