
Sent via email only to: 

Jonathan P. Steverson 

Secretary 

Florida Department of Environmental Protection 

3900 Commonwealth Blvd., M.S. 49 

Tallahassee, FL 32399 

 
July 21, 2016 

 

Dear Secretary Steverson, 

 

We are writing to express our concern with the proposed Florida Department of Environmental Protection (FDEP) 

rule change that would allow higher pollution limits for more than half of the toxic substances currently regulated 

by FDEP. These proposed revisions would result in increased concentrations of toxic chemicals in our waterways, 

threatening our water quality, public health, and water-based economies upon which millions of Floridians depend.  

  

Due to the carcinogenic qualities of these chemicals and the dramatic increase in allowable limits, we believe 

opportunities for public engagement and comment have been inadequate for this critical rule change.  As you 

know, the Environmental Regulation Commission (ERC) is a seven-member committee tasked with setting 

standards and rules to protect Florida’s citizens and waterways. However, two important Commission seats 

allowing for the involvement of “Environment” and “Local Government” representation are currently empty, 

preventing adequate input from required stakeholder voices.  

 

Furthermore, the vote on this rule was originally scheduled for early fall, as reported to the public during the three 

public workshops held in May. However, the ERC meeting has now been fast-tracked to July 26,
 
the same day as a 

planning meeting regarding the toxic pollution emanating from Lake Okeechobee that is devastating our estuary 

communities. The conflicting meetings will further reduce public input and involvement from concerned 

stakeholders.  

  

Furthermore, FDEP workshops on the proposed rule change were all held north of Stuart, preventing the 

participation of South Floridians. The comment period also provided the public was fewer than 30 days to respond, 

leaving our residents little time to express their concerns regarding the rule change. As elected officials 

representing our communities, we believe our constituents should have adequate opportunities to participate in this 

decision-making process. 

  

We respectfully request that your office: 

1) Postpone the ERC meeting until representatives are appointed to fill the required “Environment" and 

"Local Government" seats on the ERC; 

2) Direct DEP to hold public meetings in South Florida to enable participation from our constituents; 

3) Reopen and extend the formal public comment process to allow for greater citizen engagement. 

 

This is a critical issue that could have dramatic effects on the lives of Floridians. We therefore look forward to your 

rapid response and action on this issue. 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Jose Javier Rodriguez, State Representative, District 112 

 

Daniella Levine Cava, Commissioner (District 8), Miami-Dade County 

 

Philip K. Stoddard, Ph.D.; Mayor; City of South Miami 

 

Cindy Lerner, Mayor, Village of Pinecrest 

 

Ken Russell, Commissioner (District 2), City of Miami 

 

 


