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September 22, 2015 

 

Brent X Thurmond, CPA 

Wakulla County Clerk of Court 

3056 Crawfordville Highway 

Crawfordville, FL 32327 

 

Dear Mr. Thurmond, 

 

I am requesting assistance in your capacity as the President of the Florida Association of Court 

Clerks and Comptrollers to collect data from the other Court Clerks and Comptrollers regarding 

an important matter under review by the Senate Committee on Transportation.  

 

Last week the committee held a hearing focusing on the suspension of driver licenses in this state 

and the various causes by which a driver may find their driving privileges suspended or revoked. 

It is the intent of the committee to produce a substantive bill which will reform inequities in the 

driver license suspension process and reduce the number of suspensions annually. 

 

In reviewing the processes that lead to a suspension of driver licenses, failure to comply with the 

payment of certain fines and fees is an area of particular interest under review by the committee. 

Additionally, the options for repayment by an offender experiencing financial hardship is a major 

area of concern.   

 

Specifically, I am requesting your assistance to answer the following questions as they pertain to 

fines assessed against an offender in this state: 

 

 How many counties lack a community service option as required by s. 318.18(8)(b), F.S., 

for the disposition of outstanding fines and fees for those with financial hardship who are 

unable to pay their fines? 

 Is the community service option available for an offender in lieu of the payment of fines 

after the disposition of the case even if the court did not specifically provide for a 

community service option in its ruling? 

 Are eligible offenders made aware of the availability of a community service option in 

lieu of payment, and are they required to affirmatively acknowledge that they decline the 

community service option if they chose to enter into a payment plan or payment in full of 

the fine or fee? 
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 What variances exist across the counties with regards to the application of payment plans 

for those with financial hardship? 

 How are offenders made aware that their unpaid fines or fees may be assessed a 

collections agency surcharge as high as 40% for failure to pay within the time allotted in 

law? 

 Are Clerks required to competitively bid their contracts with collections agencies and if 

not, how many do competitively bid those contracts? 

 With regards to the provisions found in §28.246(4) F.S. how do the clerks ensure that 

financially constrained defendants are provided payment plan options that do not exceed 

2% of their income? 

 

This is a time sensitive request as we approach the 2016 Legislative Session beginning in 

January. The committee will hold several hearings on this and many related issues as they pertain 

to the suspension of driver licenses, and the feedback from your membership on these questions 

will be extraordinarily helpful. 

 

I look forward to working with you and your membership to craft legislation that will reform the 

systemic problem of rampant driver license suspensions.  

 

Kind regards, 

 
Jeff Brandes 

 

CC:  

Florida Association of Court Clerks and Comptrollers Board of Directors: 

John Crawford (Nassau County Clerk of Court) 

Marcia Johnson (Franklin County Clerk of Court) 

Bob Inzer (Leon County Clerk of Court) 

Sharon Bock, Esq. (Palm Beach County Clerk of Court) 

Members of the Senate Committee on Transportation: 

Senator Dwight Bullard 

Senator Oscar Braynon 

Senator Greg Evers 

Senator Denise Grimsley 

Senator Wilton Simpson 

Senator Geraldine Thompson 

 

 

 


