
MMIIAAMMII   LLOODDGGEE  

FF RR AA TT EE RR NN AA LL   OO RR DD EE RR   OO FF   PP OO LL II CC EE   
710 Southwest 12

th
 Avenue. Miami, Florida 33130 

Phone (305) 854-5019        Ortiz@fopmiami.com   

 

 Javier Ortiz                                     Thomas Reyes 
  PRESIDENT                          SECRETARY  
 

 
 

 
Office of Governor Rick Scott 

State of Florida 

The Capitol 

400 S. Monroe St. 

Tallahassee, FL 32399-0001 

Sent via email to rick.scott@eog.myflorida.com 

October 28, 2014 

 

 

Emergency Request For Ebola Protection Equipment And Training Funding 

 

Dear Governor Rick Scott, 

 

We are fully aware that when it comes to your reelection campaign, there isn’t a higher priority in your life. However, if you were 

really concerned about the well being of Floridians, you would put down your campaign sign for a moment and ask yourself this very 

important question: As our Florida Governor, are you doing everything possible to safeguard our state from Ebola? 

 

The answer is no. All you have focused on is healthcare workers. However, you have done nothing to provide law enforcement 

officers with the proper equipment and training. In the event that our law enforcement officers have to execute a containment warrant 

in order to isolate the spread of this disease, we have no support from you. I was briefed today that during a conference call to update 

Florida Senators on Ebola preparation, you read the same cookie cutter statement that you’ve said before and refused to answer any 

questions. This letter is being sent out because we cannot idly standby in the hopes that you may give us guidance. We are aware that 

you have obtained $7 million dollars towards Ebola preparedness for healthcare workers. We understand your background is in 

healthcare. However, we need you to think outside the box and properly support our law enforcement officers.  

 

In your October 25
th

 press release, you stated “We will take further action to protect the health of these individuals, and our 

communities, if we determine any of them are at a ‘high risk’ of contracting the disease.” How are you going to protect Floridians 

from those that are infected when there has been no direction from your office? What Floridians don’t know is that there is no plan 

and the words on these press releases aren’t worth the paper that they’re printed on. 

 

The Miami Police Department is scrambling to coordinate a program in order to protect our law enforcement officers. Currently, all of 

our respirator equipment is expired. These items (we are a 1,100 sworn member department) are expensive and this doesn’t include 

the training needed to use this sensitive equipment. As a resident of Florida, I also am concerned about our neighboring agencies that 

aren’t prepared either. 

 

When we have someone that is suspected of being infected with a highly contagious disease like Ebola, how are we supposed to 

contain them when they don’t want to cooperate? Without the proper equipment and training, you’re placing Floridians in a terrible 

scenario. If a law enforcement officer has to take action with an uncooperative individual that is suspected of having Ebola, the 

outcome may lead to the use of deadly force all because we aren’t equipped. Please provide direction and adequate funding to protect 

our state. You are quoted today stating “We live in a state that is going to be prepared if anything does happen.”  I respectfully beg to 

differ with you Governor. We live in a state that isn’t prepared and it’s time for you to lead by action, not by meaningless words. 

 

I look forward in your response. 

 

Sincerely, 

Javier Ortiz 
Javier Ortiz, President 


