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AFGHANIS TAN

Suicide bombing kills
eight Afghan civilians
■ A suicide bombing near
Jalalabad aimed at U.S.
f or c es, and subsequent
fighting killed or wounded
do z ens of civilians and
spark ed a riot.

BY SHAFIQULLAH AZIMI
AND LAURA KING
Los Angeles Times Service

KABUL, Afghanistan — A
suicide bombing aimed at an
American military convoy trig-
gered a chaotic round of gunfire
on a busy highway in eastern
Afghanistan on Sunday, leaving
at least eight Afghan civilians
dead and about three dozen oth-
ers wounded, officials said.

The incident, which occurred
outside the city of Jalalabad, set
off a stone-throwing riot in
which hundreds of protesters
claiming that U.S. troops fired
indiscriminately on civilians
shouted slogans denouncing the
United States and the govern-
ment of President Hamid Karzai.

It was the highest civilian
death toll this year in an incident
involving U.S. or other foreign
troops. Such casualties erode
public support for Karzai’s gov-
ernment, and the Afghan presi-
dent has made repeated public

appeals to allied forces to exer-
cise greater care to avoid killing
or wounding civilians.

The incident occurred as a
five-vehicle U.S. convoy was on
patrol near the Jalalabad airfield,

a large base that lies just off a
heavily traveled highway
between the Pakistan border and
Kabul, the Afghan capital.

U.S. military officials said
American forces opened fire
after a suicide attacker deto-
nated a minivan packed with
explosives as the convoy passed
through the small market town
of Bari Kot, whose bazaar was
filled with morning shoppers.

Calling the ambush ‘‘com-
plex,’’ the military said that,
simultaneously with the suicide
attack, U.S. troops came under
small-arms fire from several
directions.

Eyewitnesses, however, said
gunfire in the wake of the explo-
sion appeared to come mainly
from U.S. troops whose convoy
sped along the highway shooting
in the direction of other vehicles
and pedestrians for up to five
miles from the blast scene.

‘‘They were firing every-
where,’’ eyewitness Tur Gul told
The Associated Press. Gul, who
was standing at the roadside and
suffered gunshot wounds, said
he saw more than a dozen cars
hit.
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G UATEMAL A 

Mur ders
highlight
rise in
crime in
Gua t emala
■ S eve n stunning murders in Guatemala
highlight the country’s drug-fueled
crime and corruption.

BY NANCY SAN MARTIN
nsanmartin@MiamiHerald.com

GUATEMALA CITY — Three murdered
Salvadoran legislators. Four cops, suspected
in the killings, themselves shot to death in a
maximum security prison. Broken govern-
ment agencies. And more questions than
answers.

That’s what FBI investigators will face
when they arrive this week to help sort out
the stunning murders, which have highlighted
the wave of drug-fueled corruption and crime
lashing a country President Bush will visit in
seven days.

‘‘The number of murders in this country is
offensive and, unfor-
tunately, authorities
have done little to
stop the bloodbath,’’
said the govern-
ment’s own human
rights ombudsman,
Sergio Morales.

Authorities and
activists say the
problems date back
t  o a decade-old
peace treaty that
ended a bloody civil
war but did little to
cleanse the ranks of
a historically violent
police and other
security forces.

‘‘We had 30 years
of war, with more
than 100,000 dead, and no tribunals were ever
carried out,’’ said Interior Minister Carlos
Vielmann. ‘‘Then we had 10 years of the for-
mation of a new police force, but again, there
was no serious action to resolve internal
problems.’’

Luis Ramírez, an analyst with the watch-
dog Guatemalan Institute of Comparative
Studies on Penal Science, said that while the
1996 peace accord called for dismantling the
old police force, a new one was never really
created.

‘‘They changed uniforms but everything
stayed the same,’’ Ramírez said. ‘‘Historical
problems have now come to surface. These
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WORKFORCE STUD Y

T een surv ey f inds labor law violations
■ T eenagers told r esear chers
about on-the-job dangers, and
the surve  y found many labor law
violations.

BY CARLA K. JOHNSON
Associated Press

CHICAGO — The first national
study to interview teenagers about
on-the-job dangers found many vio-
lations of federal laws, including siz-
able numbers performing risky tasks
or working too late on school nights.

Many teens said they operated
hazardous equipment, received no
safety training and worked alone
after dark, making them potential
targets for burglary and homicide.

‘‘Teenagers are being put in the
position of doing tasks that are
either illegal or dangerous,’’ said
lead author Carol Runyan of the
University of North Carolina Injury
Prevention Research Center. While
enforcement of laws could be
improved, she said, ‘‘the real burden
lies with employers.’’

Teenagers soon will start apply-
ing for summer jobs, and parents
should talk to them about safety,
Runyan said. Hundreds of thousands
of U.S. teenagers are injured at work
every year and, on average, 70 die
from their injuries, according to fed-
eral statistics.

The telephone survey found:
• Thirty-seven percent of teens

under age 16 said they had worked
after 7 p.m. on a school night, a viola-
tion of federal rules for that age
group.
• Sixteen percent of teens under

16 reported they had worked past 9
p.m. on a school night.
• Forty-seven percent of teens

who work in grocery stores and res-
taurants said they had performed
tasks prohibited by law for workers
younger than 18, including operating
box crushers, dough mixers and
power slicers.
• One-third of all the teens said

they had received no safety training
on the job.
• Nine percent said they had

worked alone after dark.
The findings, appearing in the

March issue of Pediatrics, are based
on a 2003 telephone survey of 866
teenagers working in the retail and
service industry, including restau-
rants, grocery stores and retail
stores.

The same researchers found simi-
lar violations of work rules in a pre-
vious survey of North Carolina teens
working in construction.

The survey did not include non-
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RAHMAT GUL/AP

ANGRY AT VIOLENCE: An Afghan man cries as he shouts anti-American slogans after a car
bomber attacked an American convoy in Barayekab in Nangarhar province, eastern
Afghanistan, Sunday. U.S. Marines fleeing a suicide bomber and militant ambush opened
fire on civilian cars and pedestrians, wounded Afghans said.

AKHTER KHAN/AFP-GETTY IMAGES

MORE THAN 30 WOUNDED: An
Afghan receives medical
attention as he lies on a bed
in a hospital in Jalalabad
after being injured during a
suicide attack on a U.S.
convoy.

U.S.

CLINTON, OBAMA JOIN
SELMA ANNIVERSARY
• Sens. Barack Obama and
Hillary Clinton brought their
increasingly intense battle for the
Democratic Party’s base to the
heart of the American civil rights
movement, Selma, Ala., for the
42nd anniversary of a key 1965
civil rights march, 3A.

SEN. DOMENICI DENIES
COERCING PROSECUTOR
• Republican Sen. Pete
Domenici apologized for calling
the U.S. attorney he helped install
in New Mexico to inquire about
the timing of an ongoing federal
corruption case involving at least
one Democrat, 6A.

EAGLETON, MCGOVERN’S
RUNNING MATE, DIES
• Former Missouri Sen. Thomas
F. Eagleton, whose nomination as
vice presidential candidate on the
disastrous 1972 Democratic ticket
sealed his place in American
political history, has died, 3A.

WORLD

U.S., IRAQI FORCES
PUSH INTO SHIITE SLUM
• Hundreds of U.S. troops
flooded Sadr City in the first major
policing sweep of the sprawling
Shiite slum in East Baghdad
controlled by a Shiite militia, 6A.

RIOTS DRAW CALL FOR
PEACE IN DENMARK
• Copenhagen residents were
growing weary of street clashes
Sunday after dozens of people
were arrested in a third straight
night of unrest triggered by the
eviction of squatters from a
disputed youth center, 2A.

UNMARRIED COUPLES
IN ITALY STIR DEBATE
• Disagreement over the Italian
government’s plan to give legal
rights to unmarried couples,
including homosexuals, exposed
deep rifts in the governing
coalition days after it survived its
worst political crisis, 6A.

SPORTS

MONTOYA GETS FIRST
NASCAR VICTORY
• Juan Pablo Montoya, the
Colombian star who jumped from
Formula One to NASCAR late last
season, spun teammate Scott
Pruett to take the lead with eight
laps left, then held off Denny
Hamlin to win the Busch Series
race on Sunday for his first
NASCAR victory, 5B.

‘The number of
murders in this
country is
offensive and,
unfortunately,
authorities
have done little
to stop the
bloodbath.’

– SERGIO MORALES
Guatemalan government’s
human rights ombudsman

CHARLES REX ARBOGAST/AP

EXPERIENCED: Amanda Hebeler, 20, takes a call at the Chicago
restaurant where she works. She says the work schedule at jobs
during her teen years was tiring.
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