
 
 
 

 
 
 

April 22, 2009 
 
The Honorable Mario Diaz-Balart 
United States House of Representatives 
328 Cannon House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515-0925  
 
 
Dear Congressman Diaz-Balart:  
 
Like you, we are Cuban-Americans. Despite our diversity in faith, age and political views, we are bound by a set of 
common values and dreams for the people of Cuba and our community. Among them is that our brothers and sisters on 
the island can one day live in a democratic society where differences in opinions ar respected.  
 
To that end, we believe that those of us living in freedom must lead by example and practice the same level of tolerance 
for dissent we demand of the Cuban government. It is for this reason why we were appalled by your recent remarks on 
a television show where you stated that Cuban-Americans who disagree with your views on US-Cuba policy and aid 
their family members on the island share “the same attitude as those who wanted to do business and did business with 
[Adolf] Hitler.”  
 
Mr. Diaz-Balart, it is one thing to respectfully disagree with someone over policy issues. In fact, among those of us 
signing this letter there have been honest disagreements in the past and even spirited debates. But it is quite another for 
you, an elected federal official, to launch personal attacks against your own constituents by likening them to Nazi 
supporters and the unscrupulous businessmen who conducted business with Adolf Hitler simply because they don’t 
share your views.  
 
As Cuban-Americans and leaders and members of some of the largest exile groups in the United States, we 
emphatically reject your characterization of the Cuban-American community and those who send humanitarian aid and 
support to their parents, children, relatives and friends on the island. If anything, these people are more akin to the 
generous men and women from around the world who shared the tremendous burden of aiding the Allied forces and 
provided humanitarian support to the Jews being persecuted throughout Europe during World War II.  
 
It is simply unacceptable for you to use the privileged bully pulpit that comes with the office voters have entrusted you 
with to make such a harsh and insensitive portrayal of so many in our community that just want to help their family.  
 
We respectfully call upon you to immediately repudiate your inaccurate and irresponsible remarks, which do not reflect 
the views or values of the overwhelming majority of people in our community, regardless of their ethnicity, party 
affiliation or views on US-Cuba policy. If there ever has been a time when this kind of outlandish rhetoric is counter-
productive to the cause of advancing Cuban freedom, and the image of South Florida, it is now when the eyes of the 
world are upon us.  
 
Now is the time to stand united and turn the page on the inflammatory rhetoric of the past as we work toward a more 
prosperous future for the people of Cuba and South Florida.  
 
Sincerely,  
 
Dr. Francisco “Pepe” Hernandez, President, Cuban American National Foundation; Marcelino Miyares, Spokesmen 
Coordinator for Cuban Consensus; Carlos Saladrigas; Arturo Lopez-Levy, PhD Candidate (ABD) and Lecturer, 
Josef Korbel School of International Studies, University of Denver; Patrick Hidalgo, MBA Candidate, MIT Sloan 
School of Management; Gladisley Sanchez, Harvard CAUSA (Cuban American Undergraduate Student Association); 
Annie Lord, Camillus House; Manny Hidalgo, Executive Director of the Latino Economic Development Corporation 
of the Washington DC Metropolitan Area; Neli Santamarina, Small business owner; Mario Egozi, Entrepreneur; 
Rolando J. Behar,  Union Liberal Cubana 




