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As we prepare to meet in Special Session tomorrow on budget issues pursuant to Governor 

Scott’s proclamation, I wanted to update you on some developments in the Senate. 

 

The House has indicated a willingness to move toward the Senate position on a number of issues, 

including the level of public school per student funding and the amount of state investment in 

tourism marketing and economic development.  As I have discussed with many Senators over the 

past few days, I have made no agreement that would dictate an outcome for this Special Session.  

Nor have I made any agreement to limit the subject matter to the issues listed in the Governor’s 

proclamation.  As always, any Senator may file legislation within, or outside of, the current 

proclamation for consideration by the Senate.  Legislation outside of the call requires a two-

thirds vote of the membership for introduction. 

 

Before I briefly describe three Senate proposals I expect to be considered this week, I want to 

share a few concerns.  As I understand the House Special Session bills, the additional spending 

of approximately $350 million for K-12 funding, Visit Florida, and EFI would largely originate 

from the funds made available from vetoed projects originally funded with non-recurring general 

revenue.  This use of non-recurring revenue to fund next year’s recurring needs negatively 

impacts our budget, and potentially our bond rating, in future years. Here are some early ideas 

that have emerged in the Senate. 

 

Our Appropriations Chair, Senator Latvala, will file legislation this afternoon that will provide 

an additional $215 million to the FEFP student funding formula.  This funding will originate 

from $72 million in state funds ($66 million recurring; $6 million non-recurring) and $143 

million RLE increase (new construction only). Chair Latvala will also file legislation to address 

policy changes with regard to Visit Florida and EFI. This legislation will include a requirement 

that DEO return to the state funds (approximately $107 million) held in escrow outside the state 

treasury to the SEED Trust Fund, which has been a bipartisan priority of the Senate for many 

years.  
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In addition, Senator Flores will file a bill today that will reduce the general revenue cut to 

Florida’s hospitals by $100 million, down from the $200 million cut passed in the 2017-18 GAA.  

This $100 million will come from reserves.  This is consistent with the Senate’s earlier action 

during 2017 Regular Session to reduce the anticipated $250 million general revenue cut to $200 

million.  Once approved, our Working Capital Reserve Account would remain over $1.2 billion 

and our total reserves would exceed $3.2 billion.  

 

I also expect that the Senate will consider a proposal to override the veto of some university and 

higher education funding that represent major priorities of Senators. 

 

Of course, there likely will be other ideas that Senators may present as the Special Session 

unfolds. 

 

I welcome your thoughts and I am looking forward to discussing these important issues in more 

detail when we convene tomorrow. 

 


