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February 4, 2015 

 
 
Via Email and US Mail 
info@miamidda.com 
Miami DDA Board of Directors 
200 S. Biscayne Blvd., Suite 2929 
Miami, FL 33131 
 
Dear Ladies and Gentlemen of the DDA Board: 
  
We have recently learned that Ms. Grace Solares, a candidate for District 2, is claiming 
that she wishes to work with Downtown Development Authority (“DDA”).  We are 
providing background information for your consideration in evaluating Ms. Solares’ 
email of January 6, 2015.  
  
As you know, the Milan Investment Group (“Milan”) currently has five pending lawsuits 
against the City, the County, the State and the DDA (four of which are on appeal). Each 
of the five lawsuits was brought by attorney Linda Carroll.  Ms. Solares is the sole 
paralegal in Ms. Carroll’s law office.    
  
When the litigation challenging the DDA was first instituted in 2008, Milan sued on 
behalf of all taxpayers within the DDA challenging the authority and boundaries of the 
DDA. In 2008, Milan sought refunds going back to 1965 when the state authorized the 
creation of DDA and the collection of up to a half mill tax.  The suit alleged that the DDA 
does not legally exist and that its boundaries were expanded illegally. The suit asked for 
a permanent injunction "forbidding any further operations of the DDA." 
  
The City and DDA (and the other Defendants) moved to dismiss the original suit based 
on, among other things, that the challenged acts occurred more than four years prior to 
the suit and therefore all claims were barred by the expiration of the statute of 
limitations. The trial court agreed and the Third District Court of Appeal affirmed on this 
point, but remanded the case for a determination of whether the taxes imposed in 2008 
or later complied with the Florida Constitution.  The issue in all five suits is whether the 
taxes exceeded 10 mills and were uniform.  The suits are seeking a refund on behalf of 
the class of taxpayers for the years 2008 through 2014.  
  
Because the Third DCA held that the challenges to the creation and expansion of the 
DDA were time-barred, Milan framed its lawsuit as a challenge to the authority for the 
tax. However, the underpinning of Milan's cases as currently framed is that the state 
laws which created the DDA and the authority to collect the tax are invalid.  
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The City has expended more than $140,000 in fees and expenses in defending the law 
suits. Cole, Scott & Kissane has billed the DDA $75,000 in fees and expenses over the 
past five years and has unbilled work in progress. The total spent on attorney’s fees and 
expenses alone by the City and DDA is $215,000.   
  
In addition to the resources spent by the City and DDA on the Milan law suits, Solares 
sued the City asking the Court to stop (enjoin) the building of Miami Art Museum (n/k/a 
PAMM).  This lawsuit cost the City $123,000 to defend. Solares also filed suit against 
the City and the Museum of Science again asking the Court to stop the building or in the 
alternative to destroy the building. This lawsuit cost the City $52,000. In addition, 
Solares sued the City and the Grove Harbour folks (the RFP winner) to stop the repairs 
and the associated revitalization of the Grove waterfront at a cost of $105,000 which 
has resulted in a loss of rent of more than $1 million to the City general fund.   
  
We bring these facts to your attention so you may appropriately analyze Ms. Solares’ 
January 6, 2015 email. 
 
 
      Very truly yours, 
 

      Thomas Scott 
      Thomas Scott 
      Cole, Scott & Kissane, PA 
 
      And 
 

      Jay Solowsky 
      Jay Solowsky 
      Solowsky & Allen, P.L. 
 
 


