
        THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 

SECOND JUDICIAL CIRCUIT, IN 

AND FOR LEON COUNTY, FLORIDA 

 

CASE NO. 2011 CF 3254                   

      SPN 22164 

STATE OF FLORIDA 

 

vs. 

 

CARLETHA COLE, 

               Defendant. 

_______________________/ 

 
 
 

STATE=S MOTION TO PRECLUDE PUBLIC COMMENTS BY THE PARTIES 

COMES NOW the State of Florida, by and through the undersigned Assistant State 

Attorney, and moves this Court for an order precluding public comments by the parties and as 

grounds therefore would state as follows: 

1.  The Defendant in this case is charged with Disclosure of Intercepted Wire, Oral or 

Electronic Communication.  The alleged  victim of the crime is the current chief 

of staff to the Lt. Governor of the State of Florida.  Precluding public comment 

by the parties is necessary to protect the integrity of this case. 

2.   A Court may order what it deems necessary to protect the integrity of a case. The 

order can include anything from instructing the parties to refrain from 

commenting publicly about the case to ordering all the  pretrial discovery closed 

from the public access if the Court finds that: 

a.  Closure is necessary to prevent a serious and imminent threat to the 
administration of justice; 

b.  No alternatives are available other than change of venue  which 
would protect all parties right to a fair trial; and 



c.  Closure would be effective in protecting the rights of the accused 
without being broader than necessary to accomplish this purpose. 

 
Miami Herald Publishing Co. v. Lewis, 426 So.2d 1, 3 (Fla. 1982).  See also 

Florida   Freedom Newspapers, Inc. v. McCrary, 520 So.2d 32 (Fla. 1988). 

3.   It  is well established that the State of Florida, as well as the Defendant, has a 

right to a fair trial.  See Weaver v. State, 894 So.2d 178 (Fla. 2004) and State v. 

Baldwin, 978 So.2d 807 (Fla. 1st DCA 2008).  Additionally, the Aprosecutor has a 

duty to see the accused is afforded a fair and impartial trial.@  Eure v. State, 764 

So.2d 798 (Fla. 2d DCA 2000).  Included in that right is a trial with fair and 

impartial jurors and conducted in the county where the crime occurred.  Irvin v. 

Dowd, 366 U.S. 717 (1961); Art. I, Sec. 16(a), Fla. Const. (1968); Section 

910.03(1), Florida Statutes (2007); and Sailor v. State, 733 So.2d 1057 (Fla. 1st 

DCA 1999). 

4.   On July 22, 2012 pursuant to Florida Rule of Judicial Administration 2.420(f), 

The  undersigned assistant state attorney filed a motion to determine 

confidentiality of documents filed by the defense. Since that hearing, which was 

held on July 6, 2012,  attorneys for the defendant have spoken with various 

reporters across the State of Florida about the allegations surrounding this case. 

The defense has also filed a response to the State=s Motion to Determine 

Confidentiality. In their motion the defense alleges facts they believe supports the 

defendant=s theory of her case. The factual recitation provided by the defense 

contain many inaccuracies supported only by speculation. Much of the 

information contained within the filings prepared by the defense have no 



relevancy whatsoever, and were included simply to bolster the defendant=s 

allegations and distract from the issues before the Court. For example, in 

paragraph ten of the Defendant=s Motion in Limine and Response to the State=s 

Motion to Determine Confidentiality of Court Records, the defense has alleged 

the ADefendant is an AME minister, the mother of two children, and the 

grandmother of four children.@ They also go on to say Athe defendant has never 

been arrested or suspected of any criminal activity.@ See attached as State=s A. 

Clearly these allegations are being put forth in an effort to give credence to the 

allegations made by their client and influence the jury pool.  The efforts on the 

part of the defense to try this case in the media  include an on camera interviews 

given by Mr. Webster to a local  news station on at least two separate occasions 

within the last week. Please see attached as State=s B&C.    

5. The extensive media coverage in this case will effect both the State and the 

Defense=s respective rights to a fair trial here in Leon County.  If counsel for the 

defendant continues to discuss with the media the facts surrounding this case and 

their anticipated trial arguments,  this fundamental right will be placed in  

jeopardy. To date a  google search of ALt. Governor Jennifer Carroll and Carletha 

Cole@ renders well over 235 news reports, many of which contain information 

provided by counsel for the defendant. 

6. Pursuant to Florida Rule of Judicial Administration 2.420, the State is also filing 

this motion to avoid substantial injury to innocent third parties. Beatriz Ramos is a 

senior aide to the Lt. Governor of the State of Florida. She is not an elected 

official nor does she have any knowledge of the criminal charges pending before 



this court. Yet Counsel for the defendant has publicly identified her by a 

photograph for an online article naming her as the woman caught in a 

compromising position with the Lieutenant Governor  for no other reason than to 

embarrass, harass, and intimidate Ms Ramos. See attached State=s D.  

7.   In order to preserve the rights of the State and the Defendant to a fair trial in the 

county in which this crime occurred, the State of Florida finds it necessary to 

move this Court to enter an order precluding public comment by the parties in this 

case. 

 

WHEREFORE, the State requests this Honorable Court enter an order precluding public 

comment by all parties in this case.   

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 
 

WILLIAM  N.  MEGGS, 
STATE    ATTORNEY 

 
 
 

                                              
                          

John P. Hutchins III 
Assistant  State  Attorney 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 CERTIFICATE    OF   SERVICE 
 

I   HEREBY   CERTIFY that a true and correct copy of the foregoing has been hand 
delivered to Steven Andrews, 822 North Monroe Street, Tallahassee, Florida 32303  this         
       day of July, 2012. 
 

 
                                              

                          
John P. Hutchins III 
Assistant  State  Attorney 
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