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June 12, 2012 

 

Mr. Jerry L. McDaniel 

Director, Office of Policy and Budget 

Office of the Governor 

The Capitol 

400 South Monroe Street 

Tallahassee, FL  32399 

 

Dear Mr. McDaniel: 

 

In the General Appropriations Act for Fiscal Year 2012-13, Ch. 2012-118, the Legislature appropriated $6 

million in new funding for the Redirections program, in addition to the $9.4 million in the base budget to 

procure Redirection services. Proviso following line Item #1209 reads:  

 

“Funds in Specific Appropriation 1209, are provided for services to youth at risk of commitment, 

which are eligible to be placed in evidence-based and other alternative programs for family 

therapy services. These services shall be provided as an alternative to commitment.  The 

Department of Juvenile Justice and each participating court may jointly develop criteria to identify 

youth appropriate for diversion into the Redirection Program. 

 

From the funds in Specific Appropriation 1209, the Department of Juvenile Justice may transfer up 

to $2,000,000 from the General Revenue Fund to the Agency for Health Care Administration to 

provide Medicaid coverage for children eligible for specialized mental health services.” 

 

It is the intent of the Florida Department of Juvenile Justice (DJJ) to competitively procure this additional 

$6 million appropriated by the Legislature, rather than add it to an existing contract. DJJ has determined 

that there is no authority in the existing contract to expand services, and given the fact that proviso does not 

specifically identify a provider, our position is that we are required by Chapter 287.057 to competitively 

procure these services. 

 

To resolve any ambiguity about this issue, under subsection 216.177(1)(b), Florida Statutes, DJJ  seeks to 

determine the legislative intent regarding procurement of these additional services. 

 

Thank you in advance for your assistance and please let me know if you have any questions. 

 

Respectfully, 

 
Wansley Walters     

Secretary 

 


