
 

 
 

August 1, 2014 

 

By Fed-Ex and Email 

 

WTSP CBS Tampa Bay 

C/O Station Manager 

11450 Gandy Blvd.,  

St. Petersburg, FL 33702 

 

Re: Pinellas County School Board Request 
 

Dear Station Manager: 

 

Your station is currently airing a Charlie Crist for Governor advertisement that 

improperly features St. Petersburg High School.  As you may know, legal counsel for Pinellas 

County Schools recently wrote the Crist Campaign to directly request that they pull their ad from 

the air.  See attached, “Pinellas school district asks Crist to stop running ad,” The St. Petersburg 

Tribune (July 31,2014).  The offending ad not only violates School Board policy but also runs 

afoul of multiple provisions of Florida law.  Chapter 106, Florida Statutes, prohibits Mr. Crist 

from implying that he is endorsed by Pinellas County Schools without the authority to do so and 

further expressly prohibits Mr. Crist from using any state, county, municipal, or district staff 

services in furtherance of his candidacy.  Fla. Stat. §§ 106.143(4) and 106.15(3).  I write to 

request that you display a greater degree of respect for Florida’s schools and laws than Mr. Crist 

by immediately pulling the Crist Campaign ad from any further airings. 

 

Mr. Crist has placed Pinellas County Schools in a difficult position despite the School’s 

direct request for assistance.  For its part, Pinellas County Schools publicly acknowledged an 

“error in judgment” at St. Petersburg High School and stated that the Campaign’s use of the 

school is a violation of School Board Policy 751, Facility Leasing.  See attached, Statement of 

Pinellas County Schools (August 1, 2014).  The School Board’s legal counsel took further action 

to remedy this error by directly requesting the Campaign cease airing the ad.  Unfortunately, Mr. 

Crist has decided to rely on permission that “wasn’t authorized by [the] school district” and has 

refused to stop airing the ad.  See attached, “Pinellas school district asks Crist to stop running 

ad”; and SaintPetersBlog, “Pinellas school district asks Crist to pull TV ad (August 1, 2014).      

 

While Mr. Crist is free to flagrantly disregard the express requests of the Pinellas County 

School System, he is not free to ignore Florida law.  Neither should your station continue to air 

this advertisement which displays multiple violations of Chapter 106, Florida Statutes.  Florida 

law prohibits Mr. Crist from implying any endorsement without “specific approval in writing . . . 

to make such representation.”  Fla. Stat. § 106.143(4).  Mr. Crist’s refusal to stop airing this ad is 



based only upon the unauthorized permission given to him for use of school facilities only.  Even 

if the unauthorized permission given to Mr. Crist were authorized, it did not include permission 

to imply the endorsement of either St. Petersburg High School or Pinellas County Schools.  To 

the contrary, the School System has taken efforts to make it clear that it does not endorse Mr. 

Crist in any way.  See attached, Statement of Pinellas County Schools. 

 

Further, the ad’s filming required some accommodation from the staff at St. Petersburg 

High School and Mr. Crist is prohibited from utilizing such services in furtherance of his 

campaign.  Fla. Stat. 106.15(3).  In order to film at St. Petersburg High School Mr. Crist and his 

film crew would have required staff assistance in facilitating access to school grounds and any 

other accommodations that utilize the service of the school’s staff.  As a result, the ad currently 

airing on your station could not have been produced without violating Florida law.  

    

  Now that you are aware of the express wishes of Pinellas County Schools and the Crist 

Campaign’s apparent violations of Florida law in filming this ad, we request that you cease 

airing the ad immediately. 

 

 Thank you in advance for your prompt attention to this request. 

 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Juston Johnson 

Executive Director, 

Republican Party of Florida 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Attachments 
 
 

 

 


