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MEMORANDUM 

 

TO:  Members, Florida House of Representatives 

FROM: Larry Cretul, Speaker 

RE:  Special Session Attendance 

DATE:  December 1, 2009 

 

Many members have inquired as to the importance of their participation in Session on Thursday, 

December 3rd and Friday, December 4th.  While I would like to make your attendance optional, our 

duties do not allow me to do so.  The House must assemble a quorum on both Thursday and Friday to 

complete our Special Session work in a timely way.   

 

Accordingly, excused absences will be granted only for reasons that I consider to outweigh your 

constitutional duty.  A number of members are hosting a very important national meeting of the 

National Black Caucus of State Legislators.  Members of that organization who are involved in that 

meeting will be excused from Session on Thursday and Friday upon request.  I have also offered to 

arrange for briefings on the bill necessary to allow those members to fully participate in debate after 

their conference concludes.  To allow those members to be absent, the rest of us must take 

responsibility to be here for them so that our important work can begin. 

 

The passenger rail bill to be considered in the coming days contains significant substance with which 

you may not previously have become familiar.  Your time will be well spent if you attend the 

Economic Development and Community Affairs Policy Council hearing Thursday, December 3rd.  

No member should miss this opportunity to become fully informed about this bill. 

 

Consequently, unless excused in advance, you are expected to be here on Thursday when Session 

convenes.  If you believe that you have a more important commitment justifying an excuse from 

attendance, please communicate in writing your request and reasons therefore to my office by noon 

Wednesday, December 2nd.  I will inform you of my decision on your request by 3:00 p.m. 

Wednesday.  If you do not receive confirmation of an excuse from me by Wednesday at 3:00, your 

absence on Thursday and Friday will be unexcused. 

 

We all share the burdens of public office, which can be especially frustrating during this season.  

However, it is our duty to assemble when the needs of our state require it.  I am confident that this 

Session is important to Florida.  The issue before us means jobs for Floridians and building part of 

our state's transportation future.  I appreciate your willingness to undertake these important duties. 

 


