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HOUSE REPUBLICAN SEEKS TO END  

“WELFARE FOR POLITICIANS” 
~Democrats oppose move in surprise show of partisanship~ 

 

TALLAHASSEE -- The House Policy and Budget Council today approved House Joint 

Resolution (HJR) 281 by Rep. Alan Hays (R-Umatilla) that would allow Florida voters to end 

public financing for statewide political campaigns, a system that former Governor Jeb Bush once 

labeled “welfare for politicians.” 

 

In a surprise move, House Democrats, who have spent recent weeks proposing hundreds of 

millions of dollars in new tax increases in order to generate revenue, voted almost unanimously 

against the measure which could save taxpayers millions of dollars during statewide election 

years. 

 

“We should constantly strive to justify every penny of the taxpayers‟ dollars that is spent in 

Tallahassee, not just during the tough times, but during the good times as well,” said Rep. Hays. 

“There is simply no justification, at any time, for politicians to use Floridians‟ hard-earned tax 

dollars as part of their multi-million dollar campaigns.” 

 

In 2006, more than 11 million taxpayer dollars were used to finance the campaigns of candidates 

for Governor ($7,415,325.96), Chief Financial Officer ($1,943,964.16), Attorney General 

($1,381,011.93) and Commissioner of Agriculture ($393,459.54). 

 

“This isn‟t about „leveling the playing field‟” added Rep. Hays. “This is about protecting 

taxpayers and preventing politicians from taking the field and playing in politics with the 

taxpayers‟ money.”  

 

Since 1998, Florida‟s taxpayers have shelled out more than $20 million to finance the campaigns 

of candidates for Governor, Attorney General, Treasurer/Chief Financial Officer, Agriculture 

Commissioner, Secretary of State, Comptroller, and Education Commissioner. 

 

The bill now goes to the full House for a vote.  


