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Dear Chair Hager: 

Patricia (PK) Jameson 
State Courts Administrator 

Thank you for the opportunity to appear before the Justice Appropriations Subcommittee 
on Wednesday. I write to provide you and your committee members a response to a series of 
questions posed during that meeting about the Florida Supreme Court's use of senior justices. 

Three points are significant. The appointment of a senior justice is an established and 
customary practice, appointment as a senior justice is distinct from appointment as a senior 
judge, and there is no compensation provided Senior Justice Perry for his work in that capacity. 

The appointment of a departing justice of the Court as a senior justice allows him or her 
to continue to serve in that capacity so pending work may be completed efficiently and timely. 
This is done by an order issued by the chief justice under authority granted him or her under the 
Florida Constitution and by means specified in the Supreme Court of Florida Manual of Internal 
Operating Procedures. 

This is not a new procedure. In the post-reform era of the Florida Supreme Court it has 
been used regularly. In the last two decades alone, six different chief justices have issued 
assignment orders for eight departing justices to serve as senior justices. It is done as a matter of 
judicial efficiency. Cases with extensive records and pleadings are most timely handled by the 
justices who were seated during those arguments and pleadings. It would take significant time 
for new justices to review anew cases that may otherwise be disposed much sooner with the 
participation of a senior justice who heard the case originally. 

Justice James E.C. Perry was appointed as a senior justice by an assignment order from 
Chief Justice Jorge Labarga in early December 2016 in anticipation of his mandatory retirement 
at the end of that month. This order was entered after consultation with the full Court. The 
opinions released with Senior Justice Perry as a participant would otherwise still be pending. 
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Justice Perry's assignment as a senior justice ends January 31 by virtue of a separate order signed 
by Chief Justice Labarga, also in consultation with the full Court. 

Senior judges are a different and distinct assignment. Those assignments are made by the 
chief judge in each jurisdiction for former judges to undertake statewide service in any court she 
or he is qualified to serve and with the approval of the chief judge. These assignments have been 
used, as suggested by a member of your committee, to alleviate case backlogs as contemplated, 
for example, in In re: Report and Recommendations of the Committee on the Appointment and 
Assignment of Senior Judges, 847 So. 2d 415 (Fla. 2003). There have been former Supreme 
Court justices who have sought and been assigned as senior judges. Justice Perry has not been 
assigned as a senior judge. 

Finally, Justice Perry is not being compensated for his work as a senior justice. 

Thank you, again, for the opportunity to address your committee. I further appreciate the 
chance to provide this response to the questions of your committee's members. Please do not 
hesitate to seek clarification or ask further questions. 
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cc The Honorable Eric Eisnaugle, Vice Chair 
The Honorable Sharon Pritchett, Democratic Ranking Member 
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