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House District 114 candidate Amory Bodin calls on opponent to come 
clean in answering ethics complaints 
 
Miami, FL – August 11, 2012 – In response to numerous ethics complaints his campaign 
has learned have been filed against his opponent Erik Fresen, House District 114 
candidate Amory Bodin has called on Fresen to come clean with voters and tell them the 
truth. 
 
The reaction from Bodin, a CPA whose campaign has emphasized fiscal responsibility 
and competence on financial matters as a central theme, was unambiguous.  “It appears 
that for years, Erik Fresen has violated the law and filed false financial reports to hide 
irresponsible, embarrassing and potentially unlawful financial dealings.  It is time for him 
to come clean and tell the truth.  He’s not above the law.” 
 
Bodin continued: “This news is particularly disturbing in light of Mr. Fresen’s six prior 
ethics and campaign finance reporting violations, which the Florida Elections 
Commission (FEC) found in 2009, were knowingly and willfully committed by Mr. 
Fresen in a deliberate attempt to deceive voters.” 
 
Last week, Ethics Commission staff confirmed 7 formal complaints had been filed 
against Fresen in July, and an eighth complaint had been filed earlier in the week in 
response to claims Fresen had made in an August 4 Miami Herald article.  According to 
the Commission, all are currently under investigation. 
 
Contacted by the Bodin campaign, the citizens who filed the complaints explained why 
they had done so.  “I’m fed up with the lies and deception” said Alice Mensch, who filed 
four of the complaints.  “Erik Fresen apparently thinks it’s o.k. to skip out on his debts, 
under-report his taxes, and evade the very laws he wants us to send him to Tallahassee to 
uphold.  Apparently he thinks there is one set of rules for himself and his political friends, 
and a different one for the rest of us.  That sort of hypocrisy, that level of dishonesty … 
we shouldn’t accept that in our elected officials.” 
 
Among the omissions was a foreclosure judgment of more than $641,000.  Fresen told 
the Miami Herald in 2009 that he had the financial means to pay his mortgage, but was 
withholding payment due to a dispute over 2008 property taxes the bank says Fresen 
never paid.  Two years later a final judgment for foreclosure was entered against him.  



Another two years has passed since the judgment was entered.  As a result, Fresen hasn’t 
made a mortgage payment in over 4 years. 
 
Bodin points out that with 53 months of mortgage payments now overdue, Fresen is 
delinquent on more than $200,000 in mortgage and property tax payments.  When asked 
about the delinquency, Fresen recently told the Miami Herald he was ready, willing and 
able to pay it off.  “I can more than cover my mortgage.  I’m willing to pay whatever 
must be paid.” 
 
Bodin says there’s only one problem with that.  “Fresen has filed financial reports that 
claim he has less than $1,000 to his name.  So either he’s lying when he says he can pay 
off his $200,000 in overdue mortgage payments, or he’s broken the law and lied to voters 
on his financial disclosure form in claiming he has less than $1,000 in assets.” 
 
Bodin figures the latter is more likely the truth.  “Given the amount of income Fresen 
reports, I think the more likely explanation is that he’s filed false financial disclosure 
forms, trying to hide his assets from everyone he owes money to, and trying to keep 
voters in the dark.” 
 
But Bodin’s concerns don’t stop there.  On learning of the IRS judgments and liens 
entered against Fresen for failure to pay taxes, Bodin noted: “As a CPA, I’ve filed 
literally thousands of tax returns for honest citizens who pay their taxes.  It’s disturbing to 
learn that my opponent may have tried to take advantage of the system at the expense of 
other taxpayers.” 
 
Bodin believes all of this bears directly on Fresen’s fitness to serve in public office.  “If 
you can’t manage your personal finances, you don’t have any business being entrusted to 
manage $70 billion in taxpayer money.  More importantly, if you repeatedly break the 
law and repeatedly violate ethics rules, then you don’t belong in the state legislature we 
entrust to create and uphold our laws.” 
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