
 

 

VFA Class of 2014 Miami Fellows 
Aldo Avanzini – Rokk3r Labs 

Aldo graduated from Columbia University with a degree in mechanical 
engineering. With a passion for design and innovation, Aldo has developed 
a drone system for the National Geospatial Intelligence Agency in addition 
to a high precision delta robot. Interning as a consult at both Accenture 
and Booz Allen, Aldo has learned business development when it comes to 
emerging technology. When not sketching up a new idea, you can find 
Aldo enjoying great conversation over food. 

 

Nazli Danis – Kairos 

Nazli graduated from Barnard College, double majoring in Art History and 
Architecture. At Barnard, she served as Vice President at the Architecture 
Society and as Senior Advisor and Designer at the student-run startup 
Athena Digital Design. Through her internships in her home town of 
Istanbul, at the Brooklyn Museum and at Brant Publishing, Nazli gained 
experience working in advertising, publishing and the arts. Nazli believes 
that entrepreneurship has the power to bypass bureaucracy and serve as a 
tool for social justice. She hopes to one day channel her entrepreneurial 
skills toward revitalizing the public education system in Turkey. Her 

interests include contemporary art, documentary photography, modern literature and sailing. To learn 
more about Nazli and see her work, visit nazlidanis.com 

Ari Fine - CrowdSettlements 

Ari graduated from the College Scholar program at Cornell, where he 
designed his own major focusing on the intersection of psychology, 
finance and the art market. During college, he held a variety of campus-
wide leadership roles, including running the Cornell Entrepreneurship 
Organization and spearheading the group’s elevator pitch competition. 
Ari’s experiences outside the classroom have provided him with both a 
broad understanding of financial markets and large corporations, as well 
as hands on exposure to the day-to-day challenges facing small businesses. 
Ari’s prior work experiences have included consulting with South African 

entrepreneurs from historically disadvantaged communities in helping them grow and develop their 
small businesses and serving as an investment-banking intern at a global bank. Notwithstanding his New 
England roots, Ari is a diehard Pittsburgh Steelers fan. 



 

Seth Forsgren - Rokk3r Labs 

Seth graduated from Princeton University with a BA in Molecular Biology 
department and Global Health and Health Policy. His senior thesis explored 
the mitigation strategies and countermeasures that would mitigate a 
reintroduction of the variola virus. Seth cofounded the nonprofit A Tu 
Lado, which coordinates and leads emergency medical systems in 
Venezuela and Bolivia. He carries his love of music, sport, and art across 
the globe. 

 

Jackson Morton – Cirle 

Jackson recently graduated with a Biomedical Engineering major from 
Duke University, where he gained experience designing and developing 
medical devices and did research on protein formulations. During the last 
four winters Jackson has been a Krzyzewskiville resident and passionate 
Duke basketball fan. Since 2002, he has spent his summers at Camp Sea 
Gull, a sailing-oriented camp on the Pamlico Sound, where he has served as 
an Assistant Sailing Director for the past two summers. His enthusiasm for 
sailing also led him to assume a leadership role on the Duke Sailing Team 
during the school year and to go sailing as often as possible while at home 

in Wilmington, North Carolina. 

 

Austin Rhoads - Vero Water 

Austin graduated from Elon University with a dual major in Marketing and 
International Business and a minor in Spanish. An accomplished musician 
and founder of three small businesses, Austin is passionate about learning 
and solving complex problems. At Elon, he led the Model United Nations 
Society and served as the Co-Director of the inaugural Elon International 
Career Conference. Austin spent two semesters studying and working in 
Seville, Spain, where he conducted research on the entrepreneurial 
ecosystems of Southern Europe. In his free time, Austin enjoys 
photography, skiing, traveling, and playing the drums. 

 

Leigh Sevin – Zeel 

Leigh graduated from Georgetown University with a degree in American 
Studies and a minor in Economics. While at Georgetown, Leigh worked for 
the Georgetown University Alumni and Student Federal Credit Union, 
where she was head of the philanthropy department. Leigh became 
interested in entrepreneurship while working for a startup in New York that 
helped bring gen-Y female professionals together to offer better 
networking opportunities and career advancement. She has a background 
in marketing, advertising, and business development. 


