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         April 27, 2016 
 
 
 
Julie L. Jones, Secretary 
Florida Department of Corrections 
501 South Calhoun Street 
Tallahassee, Florida  32399 
 
Dear Secretary Jones, 
 
It has come to my attention that the Department intends to close the Pompano Work 
Release/Program Center in Broward County (the “Broward (Pompano) SATREC Program) in 
order to repurpose the facility as office space. We are troubled by this decision as we understand 
the Department solicited proposals through a standard procurement process only a few months 
ago with the intention of finding a provider to run (or to continue running) this very facility as a 
Work Release and Re-Entry program for our outgoing prison population. The very abrupt 
change-of-course on the Broward facility seems rushed and not well thought out. If indeed such a 
crisis existed in terms of office space, as your recent public statement suggests, why was the 
legislature not notified? 
 
The Florida Legislature is a strong proponent of these types of facilities and programs, believing 
that our best chance to reduce recidivism and enhance public safety is to release rehabilitated, 
treated, and well-prepared inmates back into our communities following their sentences. Further, 
we believe that community-based providers do an extraordinary job in partnering with the State 
to accomplish these goals. Understanding the important role you play as Secretary in ensuring 
the safety of our State and the rehabilitation of our inmates, we hope you will agree that a 
decision as drastic as to close down such a facility is one worth discussing and vetting with key 
stakeholders before abruptly doing so. If, as you contend, the Department needs more office 
space, I would encourage you to seek appropriate space to lease.  In the alternative, portable 
office units or the like may be an option until such time as you can find suitable space.  The idea 
that you would cease a successful re-entry program to make way for offices that can easily be 
accommodated elsewhere is untenable. 
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Florida needs more transitional and treatment beds for our inmates, not less. Even if the 
Department is able to find a place in similar programs around the state for the inmates being 
removed from the Broward SATREC Program, this move still constitutes a reduction in overall 
beds. This, in turn, creates a shortage of funded prison bed capacity based on the official 
Criminal Justice Estimating Conference projection that was funded by the Legislature as 
specified in State General Appropriations Act proviso language. Further, inmates in line for these 
valuable services, particularly those inmates from South Florida, will  not have access.  
 
In comments before the Senate in recent confirmation hearings and in other public venues you  
stressed the importance of reentry, work release, and transitional services as part of the 
Department “embracing a new methodology that focuses on rehabilitation” with the goal of 
“reducing the prison population.” Additionally, last November you announced a pilot program 
focused on data compilation and better understanding the needs/diagnoses of inmates at time of 
entry and reentry that began  in March of this year. The decision to shut down a proven reentry 
facility appears premature and in direct opposition to your stated priorities  by effectively 
choosing office space over direct services that have a proven track record of enhancing  public 
safety and reducing recidivism.  
 
The Department of Justice recently named this very week “National Reentry Week,” reflecting 
the important discussion taking place around the country about changing our longstanding 
approach to corrections by utilizing community based providers to partner with government in 
reducing recidivism and ultimately saving taxpayer money. Madame Secretary, we urge you not 
to shut down this program or, at a minimum, to delay such a move so that it can be properly 
vetted with stakeholders and the Legislature and plans are put in place to ensure that adequate 
overall prison bed capacity and appropriate access to reentry beds exists moving forward. We 
would also ask that you please provide your rationale for this decision and explain why the 
Legislature should not be concerned by this sudden change of direction by the Department 
related to the Broward SATREC Program. We believe the Legislature’s direction to the 
Department to keep us informed of major decisions such as the one described herein has been 
clear through proviso language in both the current General Appropriations Act as well as in the 
recently passed 2016-2017 GAA. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Dana Young 
Majority Leader 
State Representative, District 60 
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