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MEMORANDUM 
 
TO:  INTERESTED PARTIES 
  
FROM:  BILL MCINTURFF & LORI WEIGEL, PUBLIC OPINION STRATEGIES 
   
DATE:  JANUARY 25, 2013 
 
RE: KEY FINDINGS FROM A SURVEY OF FLORIDA VOTERS REGARDING EXPANDING 

MEDICAID  
 
For the second consecutive year, Public Opinion Strategies conducted statewide polling of 600 
voters throughout Florida conducted January 15-17, 2013.  The study has an overall margin of 
error of plus or minus 4.0% for the statewide data. Margins of error for sub-groups vary 
depending on the size of that group.   

 

KEY FINDINGS 

■ Floridians say that the state should accept federal money to expand health care coverage 
through the Medicaid program.  Voters in the Sunshine State are nearly twice as likely to 
say the state should accept these funds in order to expand health care coverage as to advise 
the state against it, with 62 percent calling on the state to take the federal funds.  As the 
graph depicts, intensity of support also far exceeds that of opposition.   
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■ The view that the state should accept federal funding and expand Medicaid coverage is 
significant with virtually all “swing” voter sub-groups in the state.  As indicated in the 
below graph, the voters which typically decide the outcome of statewide elections in Florida 
and who tend to make or break political fortunes, back the state accepting federal money in 
order to increase health coverage.  Moreover, these voters demonstrate a level of intensity 
in this view not typically present among swing voters on many policy issues.   
 

 
   

■ There is a partisan distinction to responses, but only conservative Republicans push back 
against the state accepting these funds in order to expand health coverage.  A majority of 
voters across the political spectrum – with the exception of conservative Republicans – say 
the state should accept the federal funds.   
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■ Voters point to a number of often personal reasons for wanting to expand health 
coverage by accepting these federal funds – many have been uninsured themselves or 
had family members lack coverage.  Primarily, voters say they want to ensure people who 
cannot afford insurance – especially those struggling in these difficult economic times – are 
able to have coverage.  Many tell vivid personal stories about family members or friends 
going without coverage. At the same time, Floridians say there are less altruistic reasons for 
expanding coverage – they want to rein in costs by enabling the uninsured to see doctors 
earlier, visit emergency rooms less often, and control the cost of health care that gets 
passed onto those currently insured.    

 
 “Many of the people are on hard times due to different circumstances, due to bumps in 

the road, no fault of their own.” –Palm Beach Female Strong Democrat 
 

 “I have a son who needs a heart transplant who if he didn’t live with me he would be out 
in the street with no coverage. . . It doesn’t make any difference where the money comes 
from, it just has to be made available so all Americans are covered.”—Broward County 
Female Democrat 

 
 “It’s cheaper to take care of people early than for them to end up in the emergency room 

and for us to pay their bill. It’s cheaper to take care of people than for the disease to get 
worse.”—Dade County Male Democrat 

 
 “If there is anybody in need and there are funds available then, yes, help them. Because 

it’s the humane thing to do, the right thing to do. We’re all human. We’re all Americans. 
If you can lend a hand to pull someone out of poverty and help them, then it’s better for 
everybody. It’s common sense.”—Polk County Male Independent 

 
 “Because it is a human thing to do. It is the moral right thing to do.”—Hillsborough 

County Male Republican 
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■ A majority of Floridians continue to say the state should accept federal funds after 

hearing a simulation of the dialogue which could occur on this issue in the public debate.  
Given two statements that express the very different points of view on this issue, a majority 
of voters side with those in support of Florida securing these federal funds.   
 

 
 

■ Taken as a whole, Florida voters are supportive of the state accepting federal funds in 
order to expand coverage through Medicaid.  This support is evident particularly with key 
swing voters groups, and across the political spectrum, except for conservative Republicans.  
This view is grounded in the belief that expanding coverage would benefit Floridians by 
enabling more people to have coverage, and helping to rein in spiraling health care costs 
that are passed through to the privately insured.    
  


