Congress of the United States
TWashington, BE 20515

October 7, 2009

The Honorable Nancy Pelosi
Speaker

U.S. House of Representatives
H-232 U.S. Capitol
Washington, D.C. 20515

Madam Speaker:

As Members of the Congressional Black Caucus, we support our colleague Charlie
Rangel, Chairman of the Committee on Ways and Means, and condemn partisan attempts to
ignore the well-established, bipartisan congressmnal ethics process.

As you know, Chairman Rangel has been subjected to repeated attacks based on
allegations that he committed errors in complex financial disclosure and tax filings. Out of
respect for the integrity of the House, Chairman Rangel himself asked the Committee on
Standards of Official Conduct to conduct a thorough investigation of any possible errors, and he
has demonstrated his cooperation with such an investigation by hiring on his own initiative an
accountant to thoroughly review all his records and file corrections when necessary. The
Committee on Standards is currently conducting its review, and will present its findings to the
House when its review is completed. This is as it should be.

Regrettably, the minority has repeatedly attempted to make an end-run around the
bipartisan procedures for investigating possible ethics issues. These Republican attempts to
presume guilt before an investigation has been completed violate the core American principle of
the presumption of innocence. These attempts also will discourage Members in the future from
self-reporting any potential ethics issues, and will distract from the important work of the House
to fix the economy, put Americans back to work, and improve access to health care.

Charlie Rangel’s work on these issues is critically important, and we are proud of the
thoughtful leadership he provides to the House. He has our full support for his work as
Chairman of the Committee on Ways and Means while a bipartisan ethics review is pending.

Sincerely,

B e Lo

Wbma Lee, Chairwoman
Congressional Black Caucus
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