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TO:   Florida Chamber of Commerce Political Council 

 

CC:  Mark Wilson, President and CEO, Florida Chamber of Commerce 

 

FROM: Marian Johnson, Senior Vice President, Political Strategy 

 

DATE:  August 29, 2016 

 

RE:   Attempts to Discount Florida Chamber Analysis on Low-Propensity Voters 

As we predicted, not everyone sees the same facts the same way. Recently a blog post by Dr. 

Daniel Smith attempts to discount a portion of the Florida Chamber’s recent analysis on low-

propensity voters.  

 

In reply to Dr. Smith’s peer review of our absentee voting analysis, I’d like to bring the following 

points to your attention. 

 

If we assume that only voters registered prior to July 2008 are relevant to our assertion that low-

propensity voters are playing a larger role in vote by mail voting this election, we find the 

following: 

 

1. Vote by mail ballot requests from 0 and 1 score primary voters outstrip requests from 3 

and 4 score primary voters. Score 0 primary voters are, in fact, the largest group of 

requesters.  This spike in requests from this group is the main point of our analysis. The 

Florida Chamber’s analysis takes into account the no-propensity (or 0 voter) and low-

propensity (or 1 voter) – people who voted in one of the last four elections. 

Vote by Mail Ballots Requested by Voters Registered Prior to July 2008
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2. Among voters registered prior to July 2008 who have returned ballots as of 

Saturday, 285,362 0 and 1 score primary voters had returned their ballots out of 784,165 

total votes returned. The 0 and 1 score voters account for approximately 36 percent of 

this group. For those working to influence elections, 36 percent is a significant size. 

Further, the skewing towards 0 and 1 score primary voters is even more pronounced 

among Democratic and NPA voters. 

 

Vote by Mail Ballots Returned by Voters Registered Prior to July 2008 

 
 

Finally, in Dr. Smith’s analysis, he only counts voters who skipped all four of the last four 

primary elections. In our analysis, we assess voters as low-propensity who either skipped all 

four of the most recent primaries OR have voted in only one of the last four primaries. Hence we 

count score 0 and 1 primary voters.  

 

Among applied political scientists and consultants, debate rages about how to score and 

classify voter propensity. At the Florida Chamber, we use the 0 to 4 turnout model applied even 

to voters who were not eligible to vote in all of the prior four elections. 

 

We prefer the strictly applied 0 to 4 turnout model in primaries, because most Florida voters do 

not participate in primary elections. Therefore, when a voter is newly or recently registered, we 

assume that voter to be low-propensity until proven otherwise. Once we see a voter with a score 

of 2 or greater, we consider that voter to be medium- to high-propensity and treat them as such.  

 

At any rate, while some may argue our vote-by-mail returns assessment is uninteresting, the 

point of our observation has been the high numbers of vote by mail requests from 0 and 1 score 

primary voters. Even applying Dr. Smith’s restriction on registration prior to July 2008, the 

numbers clearly show an increase. Looking at total numbers of vote by mail ballots requested 

for the 2016 primary, the numbers are even more compelling.  
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Vote by Mail Ballots Requested Statewide for 2016 Primary

 
 

The observer will note that fully 63 percent of vote by mail ballots requested statewide were 

requested by voters with what we classify as low-propensity voter scores. A proportion that we 

argue merits wider attention and discussion. 

 

Also, for your information, below is a graphic that provides details on Pinellas and Hillsborough 

data for absentee ballots requested by voters registered before July 2008. Please note that it is 

0’s and 1’s which account for almost 188,000 of the 327,000 voters registered prior to July 2008 

who requested ballots.  

 

Voter Scores (Primaries) By Party Affiliation for Pinellas and Hillsborough 

 
 

As always, thank you for investing in our efforts to recruit and elect pro-jobs candidates. 

 

For regular election updates, visit the Florida Chamber’s elections center at 

www.flchamber.com/political. 

 


