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 MEMORANDUM 

 

 DON GAETZ GARRETT RICHTER 
 President of the Senate President Pro Tempore 
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From: Senator Bill Galvano, Chair of the Senate Reapportionment Committee 

Subject: Amendment to Senate Bill 2-A  

Date: August 7, 2014 

 

 

This afternoon I filed an amendment to SB 2-A as a proposed remedy to address the concerns 

raised by Judge Lewis in Romo v. Detzner.   

 

I previously indicated I would be directing our Senate Redistricting staff to work with our legal 

counsel and collaboratively with their House counterparts to develop a proposed remedial plan.  

On Wednesday, August 6, 2014, Chairman Corcoran and I met with our staffs and counsel to 

develop the plan I filed today.  

 

To begin the process, we reviewed and discussed the trial court’s July 10 and August 1 orders.  

Reviewing those orders, Judge Lewis described the noncompactness of CD 5 and the serpentine 

appearance of that district.  Additionally, the trial court took issue with an appendage to CD 10 

that was drawn as a means to create a Hispanic opportunity district in CD 9.  To comply with the 

court’s order, we directed staff to take action in four areas: 

 

1. Remove Sanford from CD 5; 

2. Based on the court’s ruling discussing the noncompactness and shape of CD 5, work 

on improving the visual and mathematical compactness of CD 5;  

3. Remove the appendage from CD 10 into Orange County that separated CD 5 and 9;  

4. When making these changes and equalizing population in surrounding districts, work 

on maintaining or improving the compactness of the surrounding impacted districts 

and, where feasible, to follow political and geographical boundaries, keeping cities 

and counties whole. 

 

I believe the map we have filed today accomplishes this purpose.   
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The new version of CD 5 accomplishes the directive I gave to our staff.  It removes Sanford from 

the district and is more visually and mathematically compact.  It has Reock score that is better 

than 9047 (.13 versus .09).  It has Reock score that is better than the proposed Romo and LOWV 

remedial plans (.13 versus .12). The new version of CD 5 better utilizes county and geographical 

boundaries like the St John’s River as a significant portion of the districts eastern border.  

 

Although the new version of CD 5 reduces the BVAP from 49.9 percent in the benchmark to 

48.11 percent the district would still afford CD 5’s minority population the opportunity to elect a 

candidate of its choice.   

In fulfilling that direction, the proposed plan would also remove the appendage from CD 10, 

making that district visually more compact and improving the compactness scores of that district.  

The new district would have a Reock score of .42 (compared to .39 in 9047) and a convex hull 

score of .83 (compared to .73 in 9047). 

Additionally, despite the significant population shifts to comply with the courts order, we 

improved the visual and mathematical compactness for CD 6, 7, 9, 11 and 17 as an outgrowth of 

the underlying changes to CD 5 and 10. 

I offer this amendment for your consideration and welcome your input, suggestions, and advice 

on the best manner in which to comply with the trial court’s order and fulfill our constitutional 

obligations.  

 

 

 


