
 

 

 
 
 
August 14, 2008 
 
The Honorable Charlie Crist  
Governor of the State of Florida  
The Capitol  
Tallahassee, Florida 32399  
 
Re:  Florida Chamber Calls for Special Session on Property Tax Relief 
 
Dear Governor Crist:  
 
Floridians need comprehensive property tax relief.  Thank you for your leadership on passage of 
Amendment 1 on January 29th.  We all agreed that Amendment 1 was the next step in bringing 
property tax relief to Florida’s businesses and consumers and that more would be coming to 
those hardest hit by unsustainable property tax increases.   
 
Given Leon County Judge Cooper’s striking Amendment 5, the so-called “tax swap,” from the 
ballot today, the Florida Chamber of Commerce requests that following the November election 
you call an immediate special session of the Florida Legislature to address comprehensive 
property tax relief. 
 
The Florida Chamber believes a special legislative session is needed because Florida’s taxpayers 
have an urgent need for property tax relief and taxpayer fairness.  To create more jobs and 
opportunities for Florida, we must enact immediate solutions that make our tax system fair and 
sustainable. 
 
Floridians and their employers continue to struggle with our state’s property tax crisis. The 
significant increase in property values across the state has provided local government with a 
windfall of property tax revenue. Rather than returning this windfall revenue to Florida 
taxpayers, they have chosen to spend this money at a rate faster than a taxpayer’s ability to pay.  
 
As you already know, the effect of their choice is being felt across Florida’s economy. 
According to our members, 85% say property taxes are growing faster than their revenue. 
Additionally, our recent statewide polling indicates likely voters overwhelmingly support 
additional property tax relief.  
 
Further complicating this property tax crisis are tax laws that are either out of balance in favor of 
government or just shift the property tax burden from one group of taxpayers to another. We  
need government to do what businesses and homeowners do daily − make tough decisions on 
how to spend limited resources.  
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Our goal is for Floridians, both employers and homeowners, to see real and substantial 
property tax relief as soon as possible. 
 
The measure of our success in solving this government spending crisis will not be with each 
individual reform effort, but whether businesses and homeowners see real and substantial tax 
relief on their next property tax bill and whether, on a going forward basis, we provide stability 
and predictability to the taxes and fees paid by Floridians.  
 
You know, as with most complex problems years in the making, there is no one size fits all 
solution that will adequately address all concerns. This government spending crisis and the 
solutions that will correct it will be no different. As we evaluate solutions to the government 
spending crisis, we think it is critical that any solution work to:  prohibit government from 
growing faster than taxpayer’s ability to pay; provide taxpayers stability and predictability to 
property taxes and other government taxes and fees; and help jump start Florida’s sluggish 
economy.  
 
The Florida Chamber of Commerce proposes the following solutions for property tax relief and 
taxpayer fairness: 
 
Government Revenue Cap – It is important to taxpayers that government spends their limited 
resources as efficiently and effectively as possible. A revenue cap puts government on notice that 
the solution isn’t just to tax people more, but to make tough decisions with taxpayer’s money. It 
also signals to the taxpayers that government cannot just raise other fees taxpayers pay to make 
up the difference.  
 
Assessment Cap for Non-Homestead Property – With passage of Amendment 1 that created 
portability and doubled the homestead exemption, now more than ever taxpayers need an 
assessment cap on non-homestead property.  Amendment 1 without being coupled with an 
assessment cap on non-homestead property represents a shifting of the property tax burden by 
local government from the homesteaded property owner to the non-homesteaded property owner. 
As you debate the merits of ideas to get the economy moving, it is important that you fight to 
prohibit the redistribution of the property tax burden to other taxpayers who do not have the 
protection of an assessment cap by enacting an assessment cap for non-homestead property. 
 
Further Rollback and Cap of Property Taxes – Additional rollback will not only directly 
provide relief to all taxpayers, but will also begin to unwind the redistribution of property tax  
onto non-homesteaded property. We should also consider making it more difficult to break the 
cap as government did this with impunity after the last rollback.  
 
Taxpayer Fairness – There are many examples of our current tax laws being out of balance in 
favor of government including interest on overpayments, VAB uniformity and attorney’s fees to 
a prevailing taxpayer, among others. None, however, is more unfair than a taxpayer challenging  
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their valuation and being required to overcome government’s presumption of correctness by a 
clear and convincing evidence standard, typically used for fraud proceedings or demands for 
punitive damages, rather than just a preponderance of the evidence. You supported similar 
legislation in 1996, as did many of your colleagues on both sides of the aisle. The bill, HB 557 
(1996), was vetoed by Governor Chiles.  
 
Highest and Best Use Valuation – We should authorize the legislature to provide targeted relief 
from the highest and best use valuation that is crippling many small businesses across the state 
and work to clarify this concept across counties.  
 
Government Spending Transparency – One of your efforts has been transparency in 
government. Whether it is public records access or changing the language used by bureaucrats to 
make sense to the public, you have championed making government more transparent to 
taxpayers. We need to inject transparency in government spending by requiring all spending by 
government be accessible on the internet and reported in a way that is easy to understand and 
digest by taxpayers. It is our belief that as light is shown on how government spends taxpayer 
money, pressure will be exerted on the front end to spend limited taxpayer resources more 
efficiently.  Several bills were filed during the 2008 legislative session promoting much needed 
transparency in government spending, however, none of them became law. 
 
We believe that Floridians want a government that delivers value for their tax dollars and spends 
limited taxpayer resources efficiently and effectively. The current crisis should serve as a 
warning signal that government spending is growing faster than a taxpayer’s ability to pay. We 
look forward to working with you during this special session and to ensure Floridians see real 
and substantial property tax relief by their next tax bill.  
 
The Florida Chamber of Commerce stands with you and the Senate and House leadership in 
restoring fairness and sustainability in our property tax system. As we have discussed, the goal is 
to provide real and substantial property tax relief for Floridians; the sooner we act, the sooner we 
transition Florida’s economy.  
 
My best,  
 

 
 
Mark Wilson  
President and CEO  
 
cc:  Susan N. Story, Chair, Florida Chamber of Commerce, President and CEO, Gulf Power 
 Florida Chamber of Commerce Board of Directors 
 David Daniel, Vice President of Governmental Affairs 


